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transmit information between the ves-
sel and the Administrator and/or other 
reporting points designated by NMFS. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 72 
FR 6149, Feb. 9, 2007] 

§ 300.32 Vessel licenses. 

(a) Each vessel fishing in the Licens-
ing Area must have a license issued by 
the Administrator for the licensing pe-
riod being fished, unless excepted by 
§ 300.39. Each licensing period begins on 
June 15 and ends on June 14 of the fol-
lowing year. 

(b) Upon receipt, the license or a duly 
certified copy, facsimile or telex con-
firmation must be carried on board the 
vessel when in the Licensing Area or 
Closed Areas and must be produced at 
the request of authorized officers, au-
thorized party officers, or authorized 
inspectors. Prior to receipt of the li-
cense, but after issuance, a vessel may 
be used to fish, provided the number of 
the issued license is available on board. 

(c) Application forms for licenses to 
use a vessel to fish in the Licensing 
Area may be requested from, and upon 
completion, must be returned to, the 
Regional Administrator. All of the in-
formation requested on the form and 
the following must be supplied before 
the application will be considered com-
plete: 

(1) The licensing period for which the 
license is requested. 

(2) The name of an agent, located in 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, who, 
on behalf of the license holder, will re-
ceive and respond to any legal process 
issued in accordance with the Treaty. 

(3) Documentation from an insurance 
company showing that the vessel will 
be fully insured for the licensing period 
against all risks and liabilities nor-
mally covered by maritime liability in-
surance. 

(4) If the owner or charterer is the 
subject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, rea-
sonable assurances that the owner of 
charterer will be financially able to 
fulfill any and all responsibilities 
under the Treaty, Act, and regulations, 
including the payment of any penalties 
or fines. 

(5) A copy of the vessel’s USCG Cer-
tificate of Documentation. 

(d) The number of available licenses 
is 45, five of which shall only be avail-
able to fishing vessels of the United 
States engaged in joint venture ar-
rangements, specifically: Vessels en-
gaged in fishing activity designed to 
promote maximization of the benefits 
generated for the Pacific Island Parties 
from the operations of fishing vessels 
licensed pursuant to the Treaty, as de-
termined by the Administrator. Such 
activity can include the use of canning, 
transshipment, vessel slipping and re-
pair facilities located in the Pacific Is-
land Parties; the purchase of equip-
ment and supplies, including fuel sup-
plies, from suppliers located in the Pa-
cific Island Parties; and the employ-
ment of nationals of the Pacific Island 
Parties on board such vessels. 

(e) Applications for vessels may be 
submitted at any time; complete appli-
cations will be forwarded to the Sec-
retary of State for transmittal to the 
Administrator. 

(f) The Secretary, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, may deter-
mine that a license application for a 
vessel should not be forwarded to the 
Administrator if: 

(1) The application is not in accord 
with the Treaty, Act, or regulations; 

(2) The owner or charterer is the sub-
ject of proceedings under the bank-
ruptcy laws of the United States, and 
reasonable financial assurances have 
not been provided to the Secretary 
that the owner or charterer will be fi-
nancially able to fulfill any and all re-
sponsibilities under the Treaty, Act, 
and regulations, including the payment 
of any penalties or fines; 

(3) The owner or charterer has not es-
tablished to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary that the vessel will be fully in-
sured for the licensing period against 
all risks and liabilities normally cov-
ered by maritime liability insurance; 
or 

(4) The owner or charterer has not 
paid any final penalty assessed by the 
Secretary in accordance with the Act. 

(g) An applicant will be promptly no-
tified if that applicant’s license appli-
cation will not be forwarded to the Ad-
ministrator, and of the reasons there-
for. Within 15 days of notification by 
the Regional Administrator that the 
application will not be forwarded, an 
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applicant may request reconsideration 
by providing a petition for reconsider-
ation accompanied by new or addi-
tional information. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 72 
FR 6151, Feb. 9, 2007] 

§ 300.33 Compliance with applicable 
national laws. 

The operator of the vessel shall com-
ply with each of the applicable na-
tional laws, and the operator of the 
vessel shall be responsible for the com-
pliance by the vessel and its crew with 
each of the applicable national laws, 
and the vessel shall be operated in ac-
cordance with those laws. 

§ 300.34 Reporting requirements. 
(a) Holders of licenses issued under 

§ 300.32 shall comply with the reporting 
requirements of this section with re-
spect to the licensed vessels. 

(b) Any information required to be 
recorded, or to be notified, commu-
nicated or reported pursuant to a re-
quirement of these regulations, the 
Act, or the Treaty shall be true, com-
plete and correct. Any change in cir-
cumstances that has the effect of ren-
dering any of the information provided 
false, incomplete or misleading shall be 
communicated immediately to the Re-
gional Administrator. 

(c) The operator of any vessel li-
censed under § 300.32 must prepare and 
submit accurate, complete, and timely 
notifications, requests, and reports 
with respect to the licensed vessel, as 
described in paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(10) of this section. 

(1) Catch report forms. A record of 
catch, effort and other information 
must be maintained on board the ves-
sel, on catch report forms (also known 
as ‘‘Regional Purse Seine Logsheets’’, 
or RPLs) provided by the Regional Ad-
ministrator. At the end of each day 
that the vessel is in the Licensing 
Area, all information specified on the 
form must, for that day, be recorded on 
the form. The completed catch report 
form must be mailed by registered air-
mail to the Administrator within 14 
days of the vessel’s next entry into 
port for the purpose of unloading its 
fish catch. A copy of the completed 
catch report form must also be sub-
mitted to, and received by, the Re-

gional Administrator within 2 days of 
the vessel reaching port. 

(2) Unloading and transshipment 
logsheet forms. At the completion of any 
unloading or transshipment of fish 
from the vessel, all the information 
specified on unloading and trans-
shipment logsheet forms provided by 
the Regional Administrator must, for 
that unloading or transshipment, be re-
corded on such forms. A separate form 
must be completed for each fish proc-
essing destination to which the un-
loaded or transshipped fish are bound. 
The completed unloading and trans-
shipment logsheet form or forms must 
be mailed by registered airmail to the 
Administrator within 14 days of the 
completion of the unloading or trans-
shipment. The submitted form must be 
accompanied by a report or reports of 
the size breakdown of the catch as de-
termined by the receiver or receivers of 
the fish, and such report must be 
signed by the receiver or receivers. A 
copy of the completed unloading and 
transshipment logsheet, including a 
copy of the accompanying report or re-
ports of the size breakdown of the 
catch as determined by the receiver or 
receivers of the fish, must also be sub-
mitted to, and received by, the Re-
gional Administrator within 2 days of 
the completion of the unloading or 
transshipment. 

(3) Port departure reports. Before the 
vessel’s departure from port for the 
purpose of beginning a fishing trip in 
the Licensing Area, a report must be 
submitted to the Administrator by 
telex, transmission via VMS unit, fac-
simile, or e-mail that includes the fol-
lowing information: Report type 
(‘‘LBEG’’); Regional Register number; 
trip begin date; date and time (in UTC) 
of report; IRCS; port name; weight of 
catch on board (in metric tons) for 
each of skipjack tuna, yellowfin tuna, 
and all other species combined; in-
tended action; and estimated date of 
departure. This information must be 
reported in the format provided by the 
Regional Administrator. 

(4) Entry into port for unloading re-
ports. At least 24 hours before the ves-
sel’s entry into port for the purpose of 
unloading fish from any trip involving 
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